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SERIES: What’s Holding You Back? 

Week 4:  Bezalel – Arts & Crafts Man 

Connect 

 
5 – 10 min 

You’ve been given $10,000 to spend on what ever you want. The catch is you can only 
purchase things that start with the same letter as your first name. What will you spend your 
money on? 

OR answer one of these questions: 
• What is something creative that you enjoy doing? 
• What is something that someone else has created that makes you smile or go “wow!”? 

Gratitude 

 
10 – 15 min 

Print out copies for everyone, or project an image of Michelangelo’s “Creation of Adam” scene from the 
Sistene Chapel ceiling artwork. Resource links: Option A image from the Musei Vaticani site (print version 
to cut up provided on p2 of this outline) or Option B from www.italianrenaissance.org) 
 
Though Michelangelo always considered himself more of a sculptor than a painter, he painted 
one of the most awe-inspiring pieces in the entire art world: the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel in 
Vatican City. One of the most famous images from the ceiling is The Creation of Adam, which 
depicts God giving life to the first human, Adam.  
 
Description from the Vatican Museum: “The focal point of the episode of the Creation of man is 
the contact between the fingers of the Creator and those of Adam, through which the breath of 
life is transmitted. God, supported by angels in flight and wrapped in a mantle, leans towards 
Adam, shown as a resting athlete, whose beauty seems to confirm the words of the Old 
Testament, according to which man was created to the image and likeness of God.” 

• Meditate on the artwork for a few minutes, perhaps with some instrumental music as a 
background. Ask God to show you something about him self through this artwork. 

• Pray aloud, giving thanks to God and acknowledging his beauty and glory we see reflected 
in creation and through creative pursuits.  

• Read out Psalm 145. 

Discover 

 
 

and  
 

Act 

 
 

35 mins 

Series Context 

What’s holding you back? Most of us experience a lack of confidence or competence at 
different times or in different situations. But 2 Corinthians Chapter 3, verses 4-6 remind us that 
our confidence and our competence to be God’s good news bearers comes from Jesus, not 
from ourselves. 

So what’s holding you back?  

In this series we look at some less familiar characters from the Old Testament. We’ll see how 
their stories can encourage us to have confidence in God and not hold back on what he wants 
to do in us and through us.  

THIS WEEK: Bezalel – Arts & Crafts Man 

(See attached teaching and discussion guide) 

	  
For Kids Slot or family devotions: Great week to get creative: do some art, craft, music or dance!  
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 House Church Guide 
  
Bezalel: Arts & Crafts Man 
Exodus 31:1-11, 35:30-36:5 
 
These notes are intended to be read aloud, pausing for Bible reading, discussion & prayer as you go. 
 

1.  Introduction  

Today we are going to look at the story Bezalel, who is singled out by name as a person God filled with his Spirit 
for a fairly specific purpose.  
 
What might that purpose have been? To boldly speak the word of the Lord? To lead the Israelites in battle? To act 
as a priest for the people before God? Nope. None of that in this instance. God filled Bezalel with his Spirit in order 
for him to make works of craftsmanship and artistry out of a range of materials including metal, wood, stone, yarn, 
cloth, spices and oil. He and his off-sider Oholiab were also gifted to teach and encourage other skilled workers.   
 
They were not theologians or scholars. They were not prophets or priests. But their skills were crucial to the 
building of the tabernacle and facilitating the ongoing relationship between God and his people.  
 
2. Read Exodus 31:1-11 and 35:30-36:5 

(There is a lot of repetition in these two passages, but the second one contains some additional information and insight.) 

 
3.  Think about it 

• What could have potentially held Bezalel and his team back from doing the work they were gifted for? 
• What/who gave them the ways and means to do what they did? What are the implications of that for us 

today? 
 
The following information is edited from the Theology of Work bible commentary chapter on Exodus 25:1 – 40:38 
(www.theologyofwork.org)  
 

There	  are	  many	  different	  skills	  and	  practices	  mentioned	  in	  these	  passages.	  What	  unites	  them	  all	  is	  God	  filling	  
the	  workers	  with	  his	  Spirit.	  The	  Hebrew	  word	  for	  “ability”	  and	  “skill”	  in	  these	  texts	  is	  usually	  translated	  as	  
“wisdom”.	  Here,	  it	  describes	  work	  that	  is	  clearly	  hands-‐on	  yet	  spiritual	  in	  the	  fullest	  theological	  sense.	  
	  
The	  point	  here	  is	  not	  that	  God	  cares	  more	  about	  certain	  types	  of	  labour	  than	  others.	  The	  Bible	  does	  not	  have	  to	  
name	  every	  noble	  profession	  for	  us	  to	  see	  it	  as	  a	  godly	  thing	  to	  do.	  ...	  The	  point	  about	  the	  Spirit-‐gifting	  of	  the	  
tabernacle-‐workers	  is	  that	  God	  cared	  about	  this	  particular	  project	  for	  these	  particular	  purposes.	  Based	  on	  that	  
truth,	  perhaps	  the	  enduring	  lesson	  for	  us	  in	  our	  work	  today	  is	  that	  whatever	  God’s	  work	  is,	  he	  does	  not	  
leave	  his	  great	  work	  in	  our	  unskilled	  hands.	  The	  ways	  in	  which	  he	  equips	  us	  for	  his	  work	  may	  be	  as	  
varied	  as	  are	  those	  many	  tasks.	  In	  divine	  faithfulness,	  the	  spiritual	  gifts	  God	  gives	  to	  us	  will	  strengthen	  
us	  in	  doing	  God’s	  work	  to	  the	  very	  end	  (1	  Cor.	  1:4-‐9).	  He	  provides	  us	  with	  every	  blessing	  in	  abundance	  so	  
that	  we	  may	  share	  abundantly	  in	  every	  good	  work	  (2	  Cor.	  9:8).	  
	  

• What are your reflections on these thoughts? (Especially the part in bold) 
 
4. So…. What’s holding you back?   
“Such confidence we have through Christ before God. Not that we are competent in ourselves to claim anything for ourselves, 
but our competence comes from God. He has made us competent as ministers of a new covenant—not of the letter but of the 
Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.” (2 Corinthians 3:4-6) 

• How do (or can) your gifts, skills and abilities (especially artistic or ‘hands on’ ones) help facilitate 
relationship between God and his people? 

 
• Pray and ask the Holy Spirit to move for anyone who feels they may be being held back by things such as: 

• Feeling your skills or calling aren’t ‘spiritual’ enough 
• Not recognising how your daily work is (can be) ministry. 
• Not currently having the resources needed to fulfil a dream or plan 

• Pray for the artists and trade skilled workers connected to your group.   


